The Professional
Trading Pathway

Structured progression from
foundation to professional
trading standard.
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Why This Pathway

Exists

Trading is widely accessible today, but structured

development is not.

Many individuals enter financial markets with

out a

defined learning framework, measurable progression, or

formal assessment of competence.

The Professional Trading Pathway introduces
where it is typically absent.

It is built on the principle that trading is a skil
skills require progression, discipline, and eva

This pathway provides:

structure

— and
uation.

e Foundational development before advanced strategy

e Measured progression rather than informal learning

e Defined assessment standards

e Clear advancement from Level 3 to Level 5
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The Two-Level
Structure

A defined progression from foundation to professional standard.
The Professional Trading Pathway is structured across two clearly
defined stages.

Each level builds progressively toward disciplined, risk-controlled
trading capability.

Level 3 Certificate
(Foundation Stage)

Establishes the essential framework required for responsible
market participation.

Focuses on:

Market understanding

Risk principles

Behavioural discipline
Structured decision-making

Successful completion prepares learners for advanced development
at Level 5.

Level 5 Diploma
(Professional Standard)

Builds upon foundation competence and advances learners toward
professional-grade capability.

Focuses on:

» Strategy development
» Structured risk allocation
» Performance analysis
» Professional workflow discipline

Represents the highest stage within the Professional Trading
Pathway.
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Level 3 Certificate

(Foundation Stage)

The Level 3 Certificate establishes the foundations
required for responsible and structured participation in
financial markets.

t is designed for individuals entering trading for the first
time, as well as those who have traded informally but lack
a defined framework.

Core Development Areas:

e Understanding market structure and price behaviour
dynamics

e Foundational risk management principles

e Trading psychology and behavioural discipline

e Decision-making frameworks

e |Introduction to trade planning and review

Assessment & Progression:

Progression through Level 3 is structured and formally
assessed against defined professional criteria.

Learners are assessed against defined criteria to ensure
competence is demonstrated before advancement.
Successful completion establishes readiness for
progression to Level 5. This stage builds disciplined
trading foundations before capital exposure increases.
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Level 5 Diploma
(Advanced Professional
Stage)

The Level 5 Diploma advances learners from structured
foundation knowledge into applied professional trading
development.

This stage focuses on execution discipline, capital
allocation, and performance analysis at an advanced
professional standard.

Core Development Areas:
e Advanced market structure and macro-context

integration

e Multi-timeframe execution frameworks

e |nstitutional-style risk allocation models

e Structured trade journaling and performance
analytics

e Capital preservation framework

e Construction of a professional trading plan

Assessment & Standard:

Progression at Level 5 requires demonstration of
disciplined process, controlled risk exposure, and
structured decision-making against defined criteria.
Completion reflects advanced competency aligned with
professional trading standards.
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Accreditation &
Recognition

Regulated Qualification

The Level 5 Diploma is accredited by VTCT and Skillsfirst,
both Ofqual-regulated awarding organisations.

Ofqual regulates qualifications, examinations and
assessments in England to ensure standards,
consistency and public confidence in recognised
qualifications.

National Standards Alignment

As Ofqual-regulated awarding organisations, VICT and
Skillsfirst operate within the Regulated Qualifications
Framework (RQF), ensuring that qualifications meet
nationally recognised regulatory standards.

This provides assurance that the Level 5 Diploma is
structured, assessed and quality assured in
accordance with defined external criteria.

Quality & Oversight

Assessment and progression are governed by formal
standards to ensure that learners demonstrate
competence against clearly defined outcomes.
Regulatory oversight ensures transparency,
accountability and consistency in qualification
standards and delivery.

¢ vrer @Skinsﬁrst
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Structured Online
Delivery

The Professional Trading Pathway is delivered entirely
online through the Financial eLearning Learning
Management System (LMS).

The programme is structured to support disciplined,
independent progression while maintaining clearly
defined assessment standards.

Learning Structure

e Fully online and accessible from any location globally

e Self-paced within defined progression stages

e Modular learning design with clearly defined
milestones

e Integrated assessments aligned with qualification
standards and criteria

e Clear progression criteria between levels

The platform is designed to support consistent
development rather than reactive or informal trading
behaviour.
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Who This Pathway
Is For

The Professional Trading Pathway is designed for

individuals seeking structured, disciplined development
within the financial markets.

Ildeal Learner Profile

e |ndividuals commited to developing professional
trading capability

e Career transition professionals seeking structured
education

e | earners who value risk control and structured
decision-making

e Those seeking progression through regulated
gualifications

e |Individuals prepared to commit to structured
development

This Pathway Is Not Designed For

e |Individuals seeking short-term speculative gain
e Signal-following or copy-trading approaches
e Informal or unstructured market participation

This pathway is structured for disciplined individuals who

approach market participation as a professional skillset,
not speculation.
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Begin the
Professional
Pathway

Structured.
Regulated.
Disciplined.

Progression from foundation to
advanced professional trading standard.

Explore full course details and
enrolment options at:

www.financialelearning.co.uk
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